GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL – SCHOOL VISITS POLICY

SHORT VISITS

When planning the new linked learning modules of the curriculum, attention is paid to the opportunities that will exist to stimulate the children and add to their understanding of the work, by engaging in short visits off site.

In many cases there are opportunities for practical work and fieldwork either in the school grounds or in the village.  In these situations short and frequent visits are made either as a class with sufficient adults or in smaller groupings.  At the beginning of the year parents should sign a form giving their permission for the year for these local visits to take place.

In connection with some of the curriculum it is necessary to travel further afield to other parts of the county, and our normal method of travel is by hired mini-bus or car utilizing parents and ancillaries for supervision under the guidance of the teacher.  In all vehicles, seatbelts are worn, and the drivers of a mini-bus hold an up-to-date mini-bus driving certificate.  In cars, booster seats are used for pupils under 12 or 138 cm tall.
In some cases we might visit Northampton to undertake surveys, visiting local refuse site, or a mosque or church.  Where possible advantage is taken of role-play situations put on in houses in the locality in connection with the History curriculum.

For each visit costs are worked out, parents informed of the itinerary and purpose of the visit in the news letter or by letter and contributions sought to cover a portion of the cost of the trip.  Usually the school subsidises the trip by paying for the travel costs.  Wherever possible staff visit beforehand in order to ensure a well planned and beneficial visit.

RESIDENTAL VISITS

The principal behind the residential experiences we give the children are:-

1) The chance to explore new environments and new activities outside the school setting.

2) The opportunities for learning and problem solving which encourage both the process and the product of learning.

3) An experience of community living, away from home, with its opportunities for personal and social education.
4) Encouraging positive relationships between teachers and pupils.

5) New and exciting ways of delivering all areas of the National Curriculum, with an emphasis on those which are harder to deliver in the school setting.

Currently the annual residential for Owls is in June, this is beneficial educationally as links can be made between places visited and various topics taught through the year.

The children in Blackbirds have a residential every year.  The visits take place for around half a week and are in centres relatively close to the school and form ideal introductions to living and working away from home.

As a school, we ensure that all visits are a safe and worthwhile experience by:-

1) Doing a risk assessment for each visit.

2) Complying with all national and local guidance concerning visits and travel in force at the time of travel.

3) Visiting and inspecting the premises used, and choosing those which represent good value for money, while meeting our needs.

4) Staffing the visit with adults, at a level greater than the county recommendations.  Ensuring that the children are supervised properly throughout their stay.

5) Organising ourselves, the activities on which the children are engaged, and only doing those things, in which we have the necessary experience.  Ensuring that any staff or services we employ have the necessary insurance, experience and qualifications to lead the activity which we are using them for.

6) Matching the visits, and activities in which the children engage, to those areas of the curriculum on which we are focussing.

7) Taking out a good level of insurance with the County insurers for the children, and party leaders.

8) Considering the health and well-being of the children with regard to first aid and medical arrangements.

9) Using the most economic and safest method of travel for the venue we are visiting.
10) Supply information of the venue and activities in advance, and giving contact telephone number for parents.

11) Being available to answer questions or discuss individual situations in advance of the visit.

12) Each visit must be agreed by the EVC in school and those connected with water by the County Visits Co-ordinator Mr Bob Burson.

For residential visits to take place, we need to ensure that the majority of the children within the age-groups are attending.  A degree of financial help is available from local charities.

VISITORS

We take advantage of various visiting performers and speakers who are willing to come into school and we find these to be very beneficial, and will continue with this policy.
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