GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY POLICY

Technology is one of the six National Curriculum foundation Subjects and is taught throughout the school, at both Key Stages, with an introduction at the Foundation Stage.

Our Aims are that, through their work in technology, the children will be involved in:

1) Considering a number of contexts such as, home, school, recreation, the community and business and industry

2) Working safely with an appropriate range of tools with a variety of material such as textiles, graphics, construction materials – clay, wood and plastic and food and considering the need for economic use of the materials.

3) Planning and producing products which could be considered as artefacts, systems and environments.

4) Identifying the needs and opportunities for design.

5) Producing a design proposal and developing it.
6) Planning and making a product.

7) Evaluating the processes, products and the effects of their activities.

The foundation which we provide for the children within our school is built on in the specialist areas which they meet in their next school.

Design and Technology is concerned with making solutions to fulfil specific purposes.  It actively encourages investigation, planning and evaluation, and it uses a wide range of materials in may different situations to stimulate these activities.

Pupils’ work can appear in many forms including:

1) 2D representations



e.g. sketches, design sheets
2) 2D outcomes



e.g. posters, wall hangings, batik

3) 3D full scale models


e.g. board games, toys

4) 3D scaled models



e.g. house fronts

5) Full scaled samples of outcomes

e.g. textiles, part of a meal.

Working with materials is a major element of the course and involves three principal aspects:

1) Understanding the qualities of materials.

2) Selecting materials.

3) Following safe working practices.  

Every DT project must involve pupils in a making activity:

1) Textiles

2) Graphic media

3) Construction materials

4) Food

5) Control – electronics sets

6) Structures

DELIVERY WITHIN THE SCHOOL
Technology is taught in the main, through well planned mulit-disciplinary topics from a two year rolling programme at three different age-related levels in the school.

1) Key Stage One delivered to Year One and Year Two pupils with Reception children covering appropriate work at their level taken from the planned module at the Foundation Stage.

2) Lower Key Stage Two delivered to Year Three and Year Four pupils.

3) Upper Key Stage Two delivered to Year Five and Year Six pupils.

Depending on the class groupings this may be varied but care is taken that for each age-group the specific skills and objectives are taught, though the context may be different.

LINKS WITH OTHER SUBJECTS

In addition to the planned links with other subjects there are may opportunities for linking with Mathematics, English, ICY+T and the other foundation subjects.

RESOURCES

Technology is essentially a practical subject and a variety of tools, equipment and materials are available within the school.  The materials connected with hard technology are stored in the tall shelf unit in the design area along with the benches and tools.   Fabrics are stored on the fabric trolley and food technology within the cookery area.  In addition we are aware of sources where material can be borrowed, and usually a general invitation with The Creaton Circular will bring forth the loan or gift of relevant materials.

Within the Library resource Area there are a range of books on most aspects of Technology and there are supplemented with collections form Learning Resources for Education.

VISITS

Visits are made as part of the topics to places with a technology interest, such as Denby Pottery, Cadburys and the Science Park at Coalville.  While in London, the Nautical Museum and Science Museum were visited and in Wales, the Centre of Alternative Technology.

THE TWO-YEAR ROLLING PROGRAMME

Under our arrangement children spend two years within each class, except reception which is one year, so a two year rolling programme exists within each class and the units of work are shared out over the two years to give a balance of experiences.

UNITS OF WORK

At present some of the QCA material are used with little alteration, while others are modified considerably to take advantage of our locality.  When the QCA unit is next visited, account will be taken of any alteration thought to be desirable by the staff using the unit.

PLANNING

The curriculum map for the two years, for the different groupings, is the long-term planning and ensures that an adequate amount of time is given to each subject and the different aspects of the subjects.  

Medium term planning is that within the QCA units of work or in the school revised versions that may take their place.

The short term planning is undertaken by the teacher when deciding how to deliver the units over the period of time available within the half term.

Individual plans include:

1) Activities – key questions, concepts an outline of technological content to be taught.

2) Main activities – teaching of specific leaning objectives.

3) Skills – subject specific and sequential.

4) Resources – possible sources and materials to facilitate individual elements in the unit of study.

5) Assessment – criteria of assessment, strategies and types of assessments.

DIFFERENTIATION

Within each age group there is a range of ability, and in each two year teaching group even wider levels.  Each topic is designed to take that range of levels and through the activities differentiation is planned for.  Various strategies can be employed to ensure this occurs.

ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING

The children’s completed work, when photographed can be used as a record of the work undertaken, and the paper copies of design.  The teacher can be aware of the work undertaken to ensure that children are able to work in a variety of materials and this can often be seen from annotated planning sheets.  Of all subjects Technology is probably one of the hardest in which to record achievements, but as the children and their work is well known to the staff, this is not a great problem.
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Within any school there is a wide range of abilities, with all children, having specific needs.  It is important that differentiation is applied when teaching technology so that all pupils gain from the activities, experiments and work that is covered.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

In accordance with our Equal Opportunities Policy, all children, regardless of gender, ability and race are given the opportunity to participate in the activities offered.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Opportunity exist for all member of staff to attend relevant courses to increase their own knowledge to technology, and assist them in the delivering this area of the curriculum.  Knowledge gained in this way is hared when the teaching group.
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