GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL HISTORY POLICY

INTRODUCTION

The National Curriculum requires us to teach our children historical facts and to develop their skills as historians, to develop their ability to interpret source material, to understand the past and to appreciate the processes of continuity and change.

Our aims are:

1) To help pupils develop a sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, Europe and the World.

2) To introduce pupils to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past.

3) To arouse interest in the past.

4) To contribute to pupils knowledge and understanding of other countries and cultures.

5) To understand the present in the light of the past.

6) To enrich other areas of the curriculum.

The introduction to study skills of history, building on work at the Foundation Stage – People and Places, which the children gain at Key Stage One, are built on in Key Stage Two with the investigation of specific units covering a range of periods.  Our work forms a foundation for work in later Key Stages.
DELIVERY WITHIN THE SCHOOL

History is taught, in the main, through multi-disciplinary topics from a two-year rolling programme at three different age-related levels in the school.

1) Key Stage One delivered to Year One and Year Two pupils with Reception children covering appropriate work at their level taken from the planned module.

2) Lower Key Stage Two delivered to Year Three and Year Four pupils.

3) Upper Key Stage Two delivered to Year Five and Year Six pupils.

Depending on the class groupings this may be varied but care is taken that for each age-group the specific skills and objectives are taught, through the context may be different.

In Addition to the delivery through topics, opportunities are taken to explore historic events of local and national importance, especially those having a celebrated anniversary and take an interest in any current historical developments.

As well as teaching the facts and concepts specified in the National Curriculum and developing the subject’s specific skills in history, we should also remain conscious of the general skills which are appropriate to this area of study.  These skills include:

1) Reference skills.

2) Comprehension skills

3) Recording and communicating skills.

4) Observation skills.

5) Evaluation skills.

6) Creative skills

7) Geographical skills.

8) Technical and practical skills.

9) Social skills.

The development of all skills being seen as an integral part of the children’s work.

LINKS WITH OTHER SUBJECTS

In addition to the planned links with science, geography and technology, there are many opportunities for linking Mathematics and English and the other foundation subjects.  Cross-curricular themes, such as Citizenship are linked where it is appropriate to history within the topics and other work.  There are a number of modelling programs linked to periods of history available for the various computers and factual information such as census returns can be obtained on the web.

RESOURCES

History can be viewed as a subject which relies heavily on secondary sources but there are may opportunities for practical investigation and for this reason we are building up a collection of resource boxes containing relevant artefacts, models and pictures.  In addition we are aware of sources where material can be borrowed and usually a general invitation within The Creaton Circular will bring forth the loan of relevant materials.  The resources boxes are contained within the library resource area and charts and paper sources are kept within the filing cabinets.
The school itself is a useful resource for 1844 onwards and this is documented in our booklet Through the Years.  Within the village there are building from a variety of ages and a Saxon is reputed to be buried five meters from the school gate!  Brixworth church is Saxon in origin and Stratton is Norman.

In the Library area there are a range of books on most periods of history and these are supplemented with collections from Learning Resources for Education.  Within the school are Ginn history Books and Teacher resources for both Key Stages and material related to the study units from other publishers.

The use of artefacts, number lines, visits to historical sites and visits by specialist, drama and experimental visits that involve atmosphere and role-play all contribute to make the learning of history a real and vivid experience.

VISITS

Visits are made as part of the topics to places of historic interest, and there are many houses and historic sites within the locality.  Role play is an important aspect of history and this is organised at places such as Hodenby House.

THE TWO-YEAR ROLLING PROGRAMME

Under the above arrangement children spend two years within each class, so a two year rolling programme exists within each class and the units of work are shared out over the two years to give a balance of experiences.

UNITS OF WORK

At present some of the QCA materials are used with little alteration, while others are modified considerably to take advantage of our locality.  When the QCA unit is next visited, account will be taken of any alteration thought to be desirable by the staff using the unit.

PLANNING

The curriculum map for the two years, for the different groupings, is the long-term planning and ensures that an adequate amount of time is given to each subject and the different aspects of the subjects.

Medium term planning is the QCA units of work or in the school revised versions that may take their place.

The short term planning is undertaken by the teacher when deciding how to deliver the units over the period of time available within the half term.

Individual plans include:

1) Activities – key questions, concepts, an outline of historical content to be taught.

2) Main activities – teaching of specific learning objectives.

3) Skills – subject specific and sequential.

4) Resources – possible sources and material to facilitate individual elements in the unit of study.

5) Assessment – criteria of assessment, strategies and types of assessment.

DIFFERENTIATION
Within each age group there is a range of ability, and in each two year teaching group even wider levels.  Each topic is designed to take that range of levels and through the activities, differentiation is planned for.  Various strategies are employed to ensure this occurs, and these include:

1) Common tasks which are sufficiently open-ended for all the children to use, the differentiation is seen by outcome.

2) Stepped tasks within a lesson or over a topic, these tasks commonly have at least three parts where successive parts are more demanding.  Some children will only cover the early parts, others will cover the first two, or three parts and some will ignore the early parts and move quickly onto the latter or extension parts.

3) Pupil grouping such that the children with distinctive abilities and needs work with similar children on tasks designed for that group, while others have different tasks.

4) Different resources for individuals or groups, some resources give more assistance to the children while other resources demand more and give more scope for initiative.

5) Teacher and adult support tailored to individual or group needs, the form and amount of adult support differs according to the ability or motivational needs or the specific needs of the children.

ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING

The children’s completed work is used as a record for the work undertaken.  At Key Stage two, before starting the unit, the children answer a multi-choice assessment based on the expectations and the learning outcomes.  When the unit is complete, the same or similar questions are completed and this can show what individuals have gained through the study.  After a gap of six weeks the procedure is repeated and this can show what individuals have retained.  The teacher can adjust their delivery of the unit, if it is found that children have a good prior knowledge of aspects of the unit.  Similarly, if at the end of a unit, it is seen that a particular expectation has not been met, an additional lesson could be put in, during the next half term and the unit adjusted when it is next delivered.
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Within any school there is a wide range of abilities, with all children having specific needs it is important that differentiation is applied when teaching history so that all pupils gain from the activities, experiments and work that is covered.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

In accordance with our Equal Opportunities Policy, all children, regardless of gender, ability and race are given the opportunity to participate in the activities offered. 
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