GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL – GEOGRAPHY POLICY

INTRODUCTION

Geography is one of the six National Curriculum Foundation Subjects and is taught throughout the school in both Key Stages.
“Geography is concerned with the study of places, the human and physical processes which shape them and the people who live in them.  It helps pupils make sense of their surroundings and the wider world.”




Geography Not-statutory guidance – National Curriculum

AIMS

1) To encourage pupils to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills through the study of places and themes.

2) To encourage an understanding of physical, human and environmental geography.

3) To provide pupils with the opportunities to develop a range of geographical skills.

OBJECTIVES

1) Pupils will have the opportunity to investigate a range of places and themes at different scales.

2) Pupils will have the opportunity to develop a range of geographical skills.

3) Pupils will be encouraged to ask questions of a geographical nature, to collect and record evidence and communicate findings in a variety of ways.

The development of all skills is seen as an integral part of the children’s work.  These skills include:

1) Observation and questioning

2) Collection and recording of evidence.

3) Analysis and communication of findings

4) Use of appropriate geographical vocabulary.

5) Use of instruments to make measurements.

6) Make maps and plans in a variety of scales.

7) Use and interpretation of globes, maps and plans

8) Use of co-ordinates and grid references.

9) Follow routes.

10) Use of atlases.

11) Use of secondary sources of information.

12) Use of I.T.
DELIVERY WITHIN THE SCHOOL

Geography is taught, in the main, through linked learning topics.  

1) Key stage one delivered to Year One and Year Two pupils with Reception children covering appropriate work at their level taken from the planned module.

2) Lower Key Stage Two delivered to Year Three and Year Four pupils

3) Upper Key Stage Two delivered to Year Five and Year Six pupils.

In addition to the delivery through topics, opportunities are taken to consider geographical events of local and national importance, especially those having a celebrated anniversary and take an interest in any current geographical developments.  An interest is taken in where children and their parents travel to, postcards are encouraged and we are building up a collection of throwaways from other countries.

RESOURCES

Geography can be viewed as a subject in which certain studies rely on secondary sources but there are may opportunities for practical investigation and for this reason we are building up a collection of resource boxes contain relevant artefacts, models and pictures.  In addition we are aware of sources where material can be borrowed and usually a general invitation within the Creaton Circular will bring forth the loan of relevant materials.  The resource boxes are contained within the Library Resource Area and charts and paper resources are kept within the filing cabinet.

The village is a useful resource for mapping and investigating settlements.  We have maps of the village in a variety of scales and over a period of time and within the grounds we have the original finger post for violet lane.
VISITS

Our children’s learning is based on direct experience and practical opportunities and therefore visits are made as part of the modules to places with a geographic interest, and there are may good sites within the locality.  

Extensive use is made of the school, its grounds, the immediate local area and areas further away from the school as part of residential visits made in class four to contrasting areas within the UK such as the Lake District or Wales and biannual visits to Yardley Hastings by class two.

THE TWO- YEAR ROLLING PROGRAMME 

Under the above arrangement children spend two years within each class, so a two-year rolling programme exists within each class and the units of work are shared out over the two years to give a balance of experiences within the different subject areas.

PLANNING

The curriculum map for the two years, for the different groupings, is the long term planning and ensures that an adequate amount of time is given toe ach subject and the different aspects of the subjects.  The medium term planning is that within the QCA Units of Work or in the school revised version which may take their place.

The short term planning is undertaken by the teacher when deciding how to deliver the unit over the period of time available within the half term.  The content will be broken down into weekly units and the lessons within it.

DIFFERENTIATION

Within each age group there is a range of levels of ability, and in each two year teaching group even wider levels.  Each module is designed to take in that range of levels and through the activities differentiation  planned for.  Various strategies are employed to ensure this occurs, and these include:

1) Common tasks which are sufficiently open-ended for all the children to use, the differentiation is seen by outcome.

2) Stepped tasks within a lesson or over a module, these tasks commonly have at least three parts where successive parts are more demanding.  Some children will only cover the early parts while others will cover the first two parts or three parts, and some children will ignore the early parts and move more quickly onto the latter or extension part.

3) Pupil grouping such that children with distinctive abilities and needs work with similar children on tasks designed for that group, while others have a different task.

4) Different resources for individuals or groups, some resources five more assistance to the children while other resources demand more and give more scope for initiative.

5) Teacher and adult support tailored to individual or group needs, the form and amount of adult support differs accordingly to the ability or motivational needs or the specific needs of children.

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS

Within any school there is a wide range of abilities, with all pupils having specific needs.  It is important that differentiation is applied when teaching geography so that all pupils gain from the activities, investigations and work covered.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

In accordance with our Equal Opportunities Policy, the children will have the opportunity to study a variety of countries and cultures.  Throughout their work children are taught o be appreciative of and sensitive to the lifestyles of others, focusing on the positive achievements and self image of the peoples of the world.
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