GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL POLICY FOR FOUNDATION STAGE (EARLY YEARS)

The establishment of a foundation stage is a significant landmark in funded education in England.  For the first time, it gives this very important stage of education a distinct identity.  The early learning goals set high expectations at the end of the foundation stage, but with expectations that are achievable for most children who have followed a relevant curriculum.
(FORWARD, CURRICULUM GUIDANCE FOR THE FOUNDATION STAGE, DfEE/QCA, 2000)

The Foundation Stage at Great Creaton continues pre school experiences and terminates at the end of the reception year.  The children in reception are taught in one class, but work closely with the children in the rest of Key Stage One.

PRINCIPLES

We believe that effective education requires all adults involved in that education to understand that children learn in different ways and at different times and that during their early years they develop rapidly emotionally, socially, intellectually and physically.

The early years experience should build upon what children already know and can do and should encourage a positive attitude to learning.

We believe that children are entitled to a curriculum that is relevant to them and that they should feel secure, included and valued.

Children should not be disadvantaged because of their ethnicity, religion, home background, gender or disability.

We believe that parents and staff should work together in partnership in order to benefit the children in their care.  It should be acknowledged that parents are the first and most important educators and good relationships between them and the school are vital.

The curriculum should be carefully structured to ensure enjoyment, differentiation and progress.  Adults should ensure that activities in a variety of contexts are well planned and purposeful and that sufficient and appropriate resources are available.  Staff should respond to children sensitively and at times intervene to further their learning.
We recognise that children themselves have a role in their learning and should therefore be allowed to take risks without fear of failure, to plan and independently make decisions, to persevere and develop their confidence in their ability to learn.  They should be encouraged to take part in real conversations, rather then always being questioned or tested and should be given time and space to practice and consolidate ideas, concepts and skills.

As Early Years educations, it is important to understand how children learn:

1) To know about current theories.

2) To apply theories to practice.

3) To value working in partnership with parents.

ADMISSIONS
The standard number currently is 12.

Children will be admitted to the reception class in the September following their fourth birthday.

Throughout the Summer Term children attend induction afternoons prior to commencement full time from 9.00 to 3.15 in September.  Further information about admissions may be found in the Northamptonshire Schools Policy Statement on admissions.

INDUCTION

New entrants will be invited to visit the reception class for 4 afternoon visits at the end of the summer term prior to their anticipated September starting date.  These are to allow the children to participate in many activities, make new friends and get to know their teachers.  There will be a meeting arranged for the parents of new children, again in the summer term, where they can meet each other, the head teacher, class teacher and learning support assistants.  This will provide an opportunity to share information with parents about the principles behind the Foundation Stage and answer questions.

A newsletter will be sent home soon after the start of each half term informing parents about the learning themes in the class and how they might best help their child at home.  Parents are very welcome to visit the classroom at the beginning or end of the day and are encouraged to contact the class teacher if they have any concerns about their child.

STAFFING

Currently, the children are taught by one full time teacher and a part time learning support assistant.  They will also have regular contact with all other members of staff including the head teacher, office staff, other teachers, lunch time supervisors, other learning support assistants, voluntary helpers and occasionally, supply teachers.  We believe that this interaction with a number of adults around school impacts positively on children’s social development.

ATTENDANCE

The children attend school full time in September; we feel at Great Creaton that the children have already had an opportunity to settle through the induction dates.  At the end of the sessions, children should be collected by an adult.  The class teacher should be informed if children are to be collected by or go home with a different person. The class teacher must be informed if children are to attend the after school club in which case children will be collected from the classroom by an adult club leader.  In all cases, the class teacher must see and identify each child’s carer before they are released from the classroom.
CLOTHING
A school uniform is available from the office.  They should be encouraged to dress and undress themselves for P.E. sessions and become independent as quickly as possible.  P.E. kit should consist of shorts, t-shirt and a pair or soft plimsolls. Parents should ensure that P.E. clothing is always available and to check that P.E clothing is a good fit for the children.  Parents are asked to ensure that all items of school clothing are clearly labelled with their child’s name.
SNACKS

The children have ‘fruit time’ daily which is part of the Governments ‘5 a day’ incentive.  Children should bring drinks and foodstuffs to school in a lunch box. Storage is provided for these in a central area.  Parents are politely encouraged to provide their child with healthy foods and drink.
VISITS AND VISITORS

The children in the Foundation Year are often included at times when people such as musicians, actors, storytellers or sports coaches, visit the school.  Decisions will always be made as to the appropriateness to our youngest children, of the activities offered.  The class teacher may arrange for visitors to give talks and demonstrations to the children as part of topic work.  The village of Creaton will be used as a learning resource to address geographical, historical, scientific and environmental aspects of the curriculum in particular.  Parents will be asked to consent to these regular walks at the beginning of the year and permission will not be sought on every occasion.  During walks, the children will be accompanied by a minimum of two adults.  Parents will be asked to give separate consent for trips further a field.  Coaches with seat belts fitted will be used and the children will be supervised on a ration of 1:4.

THE SCHOOL WEEK

The organisation of the week will allow for daily literacy and numeracy sessions.  Art, craft, technology, science and information and communication technology activities will be available to children every day.  Music will be formally timetabled once a week, although singing will be a daily activity.  P.E. sessions will be three times a week.  The children will have one key stage assembly and four whole school assemblies every week, although this may vary at times.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND THE DAILY ACT OF WORSHIP

Religious aspects of the curriculum will link with Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Knowledge and Understanding of the World.  We believe that children should initially learn to associate religion with things and situations which are familiar to them rather than those which are remote and potentially alarming.  The broad themes for religious education will focus on children’s developing awareness of themselves and reflection of experiences, an increasing sensitivity to others, and encouragement of an interest and wonder at the world around them.  The children will also learn, at a basic level about the reasons behind the main Christian Festivals such as Harvest and Christmas.  The children will be included in the Daily Act of Worship to follow the legal requirements
THE CURRICULUM

The curriculum for our youngest pupils will be delivered with reference to the Q.C.A. guidance for the Foundation Stage.  The six areas of learning will be facilitated.  These are:

1) Communication, Language and Literacy.

2) Mathematical Development.

3) Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

4) Personal, Social and Emotional Development.

5) Creative Development.
6) Physical Development

The learning objectives will be taken from the guidance.  In most instances, children will be working towards achieving the Early Learning Goals deemed desirable at the end of the Foundation Stage.  Those children who exceed these expectations will be taught objectives taken from Level 1 of the National Curriculum although teaching and learning should continue to reflect the philosophy of the Foundation Stage.
The curriculum will be delivered in a variety of ways and the objectives closely matched to children’s needs and levels as identified on the ‘stepping stones’ contained within the curriculum guidance.  Use will be made of both the indoor and outdoor environments.  Both the indoor and outdoor areas should, as far as possible, facilitate development in all the areas of learning.  The environment should be safe and as free as possible from stereotypical images.
PLANNING

The class teacher will plan for children’s learning and development.  This will take the form of long term or yearly plans, medium term or half termly plans and short term or weekly and daily planning.  The medium and short term planning will be discussed with the learning support assistant and volunteers as appropriate and will be available in the classroom for referral by other members of staff.
PLAY

The curriculum guidance identifies the key element of play and the challenges it should offer young children.  Play helps children make personal sense of their world through exploration, investigation and representation.  The school will endeavour to provide quality play experiences for children.  The management of play should include clear ideas about how children will be engaged in their play.  (For example, being creative, imaginative, exploring, investigating, problem solving, rehearsing, practising skills and having fun).  Opportunities will be built into short term plans for adults to engage in play with children.  In a play setting with children, adults will be able to talk to and observe children as well as undertake teaching and modelling.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTINONAL DEVELOPMENT

Children will be encouraged to respect individual differences including culture, gender and ability.  They will be encouraged to express their feelings, to work and play fairly together, to show empathy and caring and to develop their self confidence and independence.  Expectations in terms of behaviour will be consistent and clearly understood.  Children’s interest or projects from home will often be used as means of starting or extending development and learning.  Staff will endeavour to create an atmosphere which is welcoming and happy and wherein mutual respect is evident.

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Language and Literacy will be interrelated component of the early year’s curriculum.  Purposeful and well resourced learning zones will be created to promote reading, writing, speaking, listening and role play.  The sharing of books (fiction, non-fiction, poems and rhymes) as well as singing will be an integral part of each day.  Staff should be aware that children communicate in verbal and non verbal ways and be open and accessible to children’s communication, valuing what they say.  Children will be given opportunities to hear, see, read and use familiar words as well as extend their awareness and understanding the meanings of new words.  The environment will be language rich where environmental print, topic vocabulary and work banks are an integral part of learning and teaching.
MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT

Mathematical development will be an interrelated part of the curriculum.  The class teacher will aim to plan for imaginative, exciting and appropriately resourced practical activities to support mathematical development.  Children will be helped to notice the maths in everyday situations and mathematics will be a fundamental part of indoor and outdoor experiences.  The children will be provided with ample opportunities to underpin their developing knowledge of maths with oral and mental activities.  They will also have opportunities to see the ways in which adults apply the appropriate vocabulary to different mathematical concepts and the ways in which maths is recorded.

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Knowledge and Understanding of the World should be an integral part of the early year’s curriculum.  Teachers will plan activities based on a range of first hand multi sensory experiences using the indoor and outdoor environment.  These activities should encourage:  exploration, observation, problem solving, questioning, prediction, critical thinking and discussion.  Children will have the opportunity to find out about everyday technology and use ICT and programmable toys.  They are encouraged to talk about time and place in the context of their own life experiences, those of their family and others they know focusing on the past, present and future.  They will have opportunities to talk about their own homes and families and the local and wider environment.  Children should begin to know about their own culture and beliefs as well as a developing knowledge and appreciation of peoples who have different cultures.
CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Creative development should be an integral part of the early year’s curriculum.  Children should know what their efforts at creativity and expressiveness will be valued.  Indoor and outdoor activities will be planned which foster the development of observation, exploration, experimentation, response, use of all senses, concentration, expression, interpretation, creativity, enthusiasm and perseverance.  The activities planned should act as a stimulus and support of all areas of the curriculum.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Physical Development should be an integral part of the early year’s curriculum.  The planned activities will support the development of gross motor skills, fine motor skills, a sense of fun, confidence, persistence, patience, determination, cooperation and the importance of a healthy and active body.

DISCIPLINE AND BEHAVIOUR
The behaviour of the children will reflect a caring attitude towards others and all adults that children have contact with in school should support children by providing good role models at all times.  When behaviour problems do occur, it is our role to quickly identify and explore future actions with staff and parents.  The rules in the classroom will be simple and explained to the children.  In discipline children who are misbehaving we will:
At the child’s level and maintaining eye contact, explain the reasons for our actions.  Remove the cause of the problem and explain this to the child.  If the problem persists, we will remove the child to a quiet place (preferably within the classroom area) where they can be supervised by an adult.  We feel it it important that children are allowed time to come to terms with their anxieties.  After a short period of ‘time out’, children should be offered words of praise and returned to an activity with positive encouragement.
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Our school aims to have regard to the 1994 DfEE Code of Practice on the Identification and Assessment of Special Educational Needs, and to provide appropriate learning opportunities for all children.  We will endeavour to maintain regular informal contact with parents in order to keep them informed of their child’s progress and needs and answer any queries.  We will ensure that they are formally included in review meetings concerning their child.  We will endeavour to access funding to support children effectively in terms of personnel and resources.  Our system of observation and record keeping enables us to monitor children’s needs and progress on an individual basis.  We will work in liaison with outside staff including therapists, health visitors, psychologists, social workers and paediatricians, to meet children’s specific needs.

Issues relating to Equal Opportunities, Child Protection, Health and Safety or Complaints will all be in line with the relevant whole school policy statements.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING

Teachers make initial assessment usually within the first 2 weeks of a child starting school.  The outcomes of these assessments are used to inform planning.  Children are continually monitored and records kept of their achievements.  The curriculum guidance identifies the crucial role that observing and assessing children’s work takes in the foundation stage.  Observing and assessing children will be an integral part of the teaching and learning process.  Time will be built into planning to stand back and watch what children are doing, how they interact with others and their levels of independence and involvement with their own learning.  We believe that information gained from such observations provides a valuable insight into children’s areas of strengths as well as highlighting areas for development.  We will assess children’s progress towards the early learning goals as measured on the stepping stones.  In addition to observation, other methods of assessment will be employed.  These include:  looking at samples of work, adults reporting on attitudes or understanding following interaction with children or specific tasks and activities which are planned to assess particular objectives.  Evidence of work will be retained in children’s individual folders periodically to monitor progress.  Photographs will also be used as a means to evidence gathering.  In the Summer Term, achievements are collated and data sent to the LEA for moderation purposes.
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Within our settings the Foundation Stage Co-ordinator will be responsible for: 
1) Raising awareness within the school community of the implications of the Foundation Stage

2) Writing and updating a Foundation Stage action plan.

3) Creating a Foundation Stage Policy.

4) Ensuring that long, medium and short-term plans are in place.

5) Ensuring that assessment and record keeping are planned for, undertaken and used to inform targets for children’s further learning.

6) Ensuring that physical resources are appropriate and adequate.

7) Ensuring that practice reflects the policy agreed by the school Governors.
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