GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL ART AND DESIGN POLICY

INTRODUCTION

Art and Design is one of the six National Curriculum Foundation Subjects and is taught throughout the school in both Key Stages with introductory work at the Foundation Stage.

“Art and Design is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that you can practise with your hands, your eyes and your whole personality.”



Quentin Blake, Children’s Laureate

Art, craft and design stimulates creativity and imagination.  It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world.  Pupils use colour, form, texture, pattern and different materials to communicate what they see, feel and think.  Through art and design activities, they learn to make informed value judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions, becoming actively involved in shaping environments.  They explore ideas and meanings in the work of artist, craftspeople and designers.  They learn about the diverse roles and function of art, craft and design in contempory life and in different times and cultures.  Understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts have the power to enrich our personal and public lives.

AIMS

Through a well planned and structured range of art and design experiences we should help the children to:

1) Explore a range of starting points for practical work themselves, their experiences, images, stories, drama, music, natural and made objects and the environment.

2) Work on their own and collaborate with others on projects in two and three dimensions and on different scales.

3) Use a range of materials and processes.  Painting, collage, prints making, digital media, textiles and sculpture.

4) Investigate different kinds of art, craft and design. E.g.  in the locality, in original and reproduction form, during visits to museums, galleries and sites on the internet.

DELIVERY WITHIN THE SCHOOL

Art, craft and design is taught in the main, through topics from a two-year rolling programme at three different age-related levels in the school.

1) Key Stage One -
delivered to Year One and Year Two pupils with Reception children covering appropriate work at their level taken from the planned module.

2) Lower Key Stage Two -  delivered to Year Three and Year Four Pupils.


3) Upper Key Stage Two - delivered to Year Five and Year Six Pupils.

Depending on the class groupings this may be varied but care is taken that for each age-group the specific skills and objectives are taught, though the context may be different.

Art, Craft and Design being a foundation subject, is given proportionally less time within the curriculum maps, but  a similar time to history and technology.  Topics, on the whole, have a main focus and there are topics at each of the Key Stages having art and design as their main focus.

LINKS WITH OTHER SUBJECTS

There are naturally going to be strong links between art, craft and design and the other foundation subjects, because of the artistic elements within other cultures and other times.  Care has to be taken that in utilizing these links that the objectives, skills and knowledge of each of the subjects are not clouded.  There has to be within art, craft and design all the opportunities to meet the aims of the subject, and in the other subjects we must ensure that the knowledge and understanding is not lost through too much attention to recording through art.

RESOURCES

Within the design area and related cupboards, there are a wide variety of materials and equipment for the subject:

Paint – powder, liquid and block, all of which allow colour mixing.

Inks – thick for paper and fabric and liquid for spraying, washing and other effects.

Crayons – for drawing, water soluble for paint effects, wax for resist effects, and for fabric work.

Pens – for colouring and drawing, and for use on fabric.

Charcoal pastels etc for drawing.

There are a variety of papers of different colours and textures.
Textured glass and wood for rubbed effects, as well as natural and man-made materials around the school and grounds.

Soft materials such as clay, modelling clay and dough.

On the Fabric trolley – a wide variety of fabrics, wools, braids, ribbon etc.

Within the staffroom and library there are books and posters featuring work of artist and craftsmen in time and from other cultures, which children can study and use to stimulate further work.

VISITS

Our children’s learning is based on direct experience and practical opportunities and visits are made as part of the topics to places of interest, and there are may good sites within the locality.  Using these visits for an additional focus on art is very worthwhile.  Visitors to the school can display crafts, or run workshops with the children, and there is a lot of expertise amongst our parent body.  There are many artistic opportunities within the school, its grounds and the immediate local area.
PLANNING

The curriculum map for the two years, for the different groupings, is the long term planning and ensures that an adequate amount of time is given to each subject and the different aspects of the subjects.  Through the curriculum map a balance is made between the different subjects and in addition to subjects such as Science or History there is usually an Art and Design Module running over a long period of time.

DIFFERENTIATION

Within each age group there is a range of levels of ability, and in each two year teaching group even wider levels.  Differentiation within Art and Design is often not such an issue as in other subjects, and teacher will often find that differentiated groupings that apply for other subjects may have to be amended for this subject.
1) Common tasks which are sufficiently open-ended for all children to use, the differentiation are seen by outcome.

2) Stepped tasks within a lesson or over a module, these tasks commonly have at least three parts where successive parts are more demanding.  Some children will only cover the early parts while others will cover the first two parts or three parts, and some children will ignore the early parts and move more quickly onto the later or existing parts.

3) Pupil grouping such that children with distinctive abilities and needs work with similar children on tasks designed for that group, while others have a different task.

ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING

The children’s completed work is often used as a record of the work undertaken, with the teaching keeping a check that children have had experience of a wide range of media and materials as possible.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Within any school there is a wide range of abilities, with all pupils having specific needs.  It is important that all pupils gain from the activities, investigations and work covered.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

In accordance with our Equal Opportunities Policy, the children will have the opportunity to work in a wide variety of media and see the work of artists and craftsmen from a variety of countries and cultures. Throughout their work children are taught to be appreciative of and sensitive to the lifestyles of others, focusing on the positive achievements and self image of the peoples of the world.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PREOFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Though it is intended that each member of staff will become responsible for a group of subject areas, taking responsibility for equipment and having an overview of the planning process, opportunities exist for all members of staff to attend relevant courses to increase their knowledge of art and design and assist them in delivering this area of the curriculum.
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