EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSURES POLICY

GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Introduction

It may be necessary to close school for various reasons including:

· Severe weather e.g. snow, flooding or storms (section 2)

· Unsuitable accommodation e.g. no power/heating, fire damage (section 3)

The Head Teacher will try to ensure the school remains open wherever possible.

If the school has to close for any reason the School service will be informed (tel 01604 236205/236943 or e-mailed at ESOPP@northamptonshire.gov.uk
When should a school close?

The decision to close a school will normally rest with the Head Teacher, on the basis of weather forecasts and on-the-spot observations.  NB:  When radio stations advise people to avoid non-essential travel, it is directed at travel that could quite easily be deferred or cancelled altogether.  It does not mean that travel to school or work is unnecessary.
Schools should remain open wherever possible

It is unlikely that conditions will necessitate the closure of all school and any decision taken by Head Teachers should be based on individual situations.  It is appropriate for school to open for children who live locally even if school transport is not able to operate.

Schools may find it helpful to liaise with other schools where there are shared buses or where meals are delivered from another school’s kitchen or from an external provider.

How will staff, parents and students find out if their school is closed?

Head Teachers should advise staff, parents and students to listen our for school closure information on local radio during bad weather.

NCC has agreed with the following radio stations that they will broadcast school closures:

BBC Radio Northampton – 01604 234455

Northants 96 News Desk – 01604 795670

Connect FM – 01536 412500

Hereward FM – 01733 281404

Staff and parents can also telephone the school to check if it is closed.

Where the decision is taken to close the school during the day, pupils should not be sent home unless the Head Teacher is confident of their ability to make the journey safely, gain access to their homes and be safe there.  If parents have not previously been advised that the school is closing young pupils may be at risk.

Staff Attendance

Although it is recognised that severe weather conditions make it difficult for staff to get to and formwork, all staff are expected to come in unless they have permission to be away form work for other reasons.  Transport problems, which may be caused by snow or other factors, do not alter that obligation.  This obligation applies equally to all staff and is not affected by where they live.  Staff who live a considerable distance from their workplace or in isolated locations are also expected to attend work as usual.
When adverse weather conditions make travelling difficult or dangerous, staff should conduct their own risk assessment and inform the Head Teacher.  The Head Teacher may then authorise staff not to attend school.

When a school is closed to pupils, staff are expected to present themselves for work unless told otherwise by the Head Teacher.  Contract staff (catering and cleaning services) also need to be advised of any emergency requirements.
Clearance of snow

The school is responsible for snow clearance within the school site.  The clearing of approach paths i.e. the church path is the specific task of the site supervisor or designated teacher, who should be instructed to lay salt and grit where severe weather is forecast.  Supplies of salt and grit should be ordered well before cold weather starts.  They may be obtained from ESPO.

School closures for other reasons

It may be necessary to close your school due to circumstances including:

· Breakdown of the heating system.
· Loss of essential services such as water or electricity.
· Fire damage.
The Head Teacher should telephone the Buildings and Capital Development team at John Dryden House on 01604 237260 and give details about the circumstances resulting in the closure.  An answer phone operates outside normal working hours.

If the call is made during office hours, a member of staff will take the message and advise the relevant sections of the Children & Young Peoples Service.

If you consider it essential to contact a Senior Education Officer (SEO) outside of office hours for advice on closure, please use the Critical Incidents out of hours contact numbers.  These numbers will connect you with one of the Emergency Planning Team who will pass on a message to the duty SEO who will return your call.  The out of hours emergency numbers are:



07885 292 851




07885 292 858

These numbers should only be used when it is impractical to contact the SEO during normal office hours.
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