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A DEFINITION OF THE ARTS POLICY

At Great Creaton Primary School we believe that the Arts encompass a wide range of subject areas and disciplines including Music, Dance, Drama, Art and Design.  Arts at our school means providing our pupils not only with the opportunity to learn about and participate in each of these areas, but also providing them with the platform from which to be creative, to express themselves, find success and share these experiences, talents and abilities through performance.

MISSION STATEMENT

At Great Creaton Primary School we are committed to providing all children with the opportunities to engage and succeed in the Arts, regardless of background, language and or special needs through high quality, differentiated teaching.  We encourage children to share and explore both their own and new diverse cultural experiences in the Arts.  The school’s commitment to inclusion is further detailed in our equal opportunities and inclusion policies.

Within the school’s strategic vision plan, we aim to enable children to achieve high standards through a creative and enriching curriculum.

We are passionate about developing and promoting the Arts through an enjoyable, creative and cross curricular approach.  As well as focussed high quality teaching of the National Curriculum Programs of Study in classes, we enrich our children’s learning and experience of the Arts through a range of school time and after school opportunities.

ARTS EXPERIENCES INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE FORMAL CURRICULUM

The arts curriculum is taught in a flexible way throughout the school.  Within each Key Stage art, music and dance are taught both explicitly and through cross-curricular links.  Music is taught explicitly in Key Stage 1 and 2, by school staff.  All arts subjects are also taught in a more holistic manner through performing arts opportunities and creative curriculum planning.
ARTS TEACHING WITHIN THE TAUGHT CURRICULUM

In both Key Stages the arts are taught both explicitly and through a creative cross curricular, thematic approach to learning.  The cross curricular approach has been in place since June 2007.

ARTS TEACHING OUTSIDE THE TAUGHT CURRICULUM

Whole school signing takes place each week for 15 minutes.

Recorder lessons take place every week.  Peripatetic music lessons for individual children - strings – 1hr 50mins once a week.

All classes have half hour dedicated music lesson each week.

Weekly choir practice at lunchtimes.

Dance/Drama courses run on Fridays for our “University”.

Various after school clubs for arts e.g. dance.

Opportunities to take part in competitions and exhibitions within the school and outside of school.

Regular assemblies, Christmas and summer concerts, choir concerts rehearsals and performances.

Numerous visits from artist, musicians and theatre groups to perform for or work with the children.

Regular annual arts week dedicated to different aspects of the arts.

ARTS FACILITIES

Hall with stage, sound system, screen and microphones.

Music / art / drama room (with large selection of musical instruments).

ICT suites with music and art software installed (also installed on classroom computers).

Digital cameras in every year group.

Digital blue movie maker machines.

Video Cameras.

Art display screen for displaying children’s’ artwork.

Central art area for painting etc.

Craft room for dedicated arts and crafts.

Exciting grounds for use to develop art.

Tipi for storytelling.
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further.

Develop children’s interest in and ability
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

Learning outcomes are identified for each lesson.  Assessment opportunities are identified within the weekly planning and are measured against the criteria set for the learning outcomes.  Pupils are made aware of the learning outcomes for all lessons (W.A.L.T.).  Assessment in the arts can take various forms:

· Self evaluation and review

· Progression

· Observation

· Peer evaluation.

Pupil’s progress in the arts is reported regularly through consultation with parents and the annual report.  All records are stored on the Classroom Monitor System.

HOW THE SCHOOL RESOURCES, IMPLEMENTS AND MONITORS THE POLICY

The Head Teacher and Governing Body of Great Creaton Primary School allocate budges to coordinators who manage the budges for the year.  Art and Music have separate budgets.  Budgets are allocated for the purchase of resources and training in each subject.
The Parent Teachers Association raises funds throughout the year and subject leaders can make applications to the PTA for funding.

There are also local organisations which subject leaders and Senior Leadership Team can apply to for funding for projects and resources for the school e.g. Hollowell Steam.

This policy is for the 2008/2009 academic year and teachers are responsible for the routine implementation of this arts policy.  In addition to the overarching policy, there are some separate policies for art, drama, music and PE including dance.  The policy will be annually reviewed by the Governing Body.  Every three years all policies are reviewed in depth and updated as necessary.

