GREAT CREATON PRIMARY SCHOOL ABLE PUPIL POLICY

At Great Creaton Primary School we believe all children are special and have the potential to excel in many areas.  Many will have gifts and talents above those expected for their age group, sometimes an immense talent to give and we believe that we should help develop these abilities across the curriculum.

It is our aim therefore to search for ways to provide appropriate education for the unique needs and abilities of these children, thus enabling them to reach their highest potential.

DEFINITIONS

Able children are those with the potential to function, or whose functioning is already at least at the upper percentile or above that is normally associated with the Key Stage (top 18%).  These are children whose abilities are so well developed or so far in advance of their peer group that the school has to provide additional learning experiences that develop, enhance and extend identified abilities.

Talented children are outstanding in general or specific abilities in a relatively narrow field of endeavour – Art, PE or Music for example.

Gifted is a term which refers to children at the highest range of ability (top 2%) with one subject or across several.

AIMS

· To ensure that the procedures of identification are followed by all those with responsibility for the development of children.

· To ensure that once identified, those children have equal opportunity in their learning experiences.

· To encourage an approach that allows the experiences of the able, talented and gifted to be enriched and broadened.

· To provide an appropriate and differentiated curriculum for the able child.

· To allow the child to work at the highest levels balanced with their ability and interest.

· To provide additional opportunities for children to develop their special talents or gifts.

· To provide opportunities for ht able pupil to work alongside similarly able pupils and where appropriate, with their peers, in ways that help them build good relationships with others.

· To work in close partnership with parents.

· To provide resources appropriate and differentiated for the child’s particular needs.

· To keep records and assessments which monitor the progress of the able child.

IDENTIFICATION

Able pupils are recognised through regular assessments undertaken by the class teacher.  Parents inform the school about their child’s abilities.  Depending on the individual child, identification follows varied routes.  This could include the following methods:

· Parental Nominations.
· Pre-school information via the Induction Programme.

· Baseline Assessments / Entry Assessment.

· End of KS1 Tasks & Tests.

· Teacher Observations.

· End of KS2 Tasks & Tests.

· Reading & Spelling Tests.

· Class Tracking Sheets.

· Creativity Tests which show indications of imagination and divergent thinking.

· Discussion with other teachers, parents, school assistants, the child and IPS.

PROVISION

At Great Creaton Primary School we aim to provide the best quality education possible, giving experience of excellence in a happy, caring community.  We shall encourage children to build on strengths and develop self-discipline.  This is achieved through a whole school approach which is then implemented by the class teacher in the classroom.  The climate in school ensures the children feel good about achieving high standards, where children are taught to get along with and respect each other and were differences are accepted.

We encourage all children to be independent learners, to organise their own work, evaluate it and be self-critical.  In the classroom teachers provide challenge through high quality tasks for enrichment allowing T & G children to approach the same topic through different directions.  It is important to allow the child to have a say in the direction they wish to work and with individuals action planning and negotiation this is achievable.  Employing the use of outside agencies will provide enrichment opportunities.
Children will have access to further reading material to facilitate a deeper study of a module.  Extension activities are provided and if necessary contacts with teachers in kS3.  Differentiation is an essential part of all curriculum planning.  Planning for the able pupil should include opportunities for children to be developing higher order thinking skills.  There should be pace in moving form basic facts to in-depth study.

Provision to extend or enrich the curriculum for the able child may include participation in extra group or individual support within the school.  This may be withdrawal either on a regular or occasional basis.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

All children, regardless of ethnicity, gender, culture, religion, language and socio-economic backgrounds will have full access to a range of activities available in line with schools Equal Opportunities Policy.

REFERAL

In order for a child to be recommended for able pupil provision and placed on the Able Pupil Register (APR), the class teacher will need to provide a record of their observations.

Framework for Observations

· Evidence from school tests.

· Evidence form teacher’s checklists.

· Examples of work/observation notes.

· Parents comments.

· Pupil comments.

· Pupil Referral Form

Evidence provided will be discussed with the Head Teacher, KS Coordinator, IPS, Class Teacher and Parents.  If findings are accepted, then a profile on the child will be initiated.  The Class Teacher, SENCO and any other professionals will prepare an IEP.  The IEP will outline the child’s area(s) of ability and appropriate fields of extension and enrichment will be suggested.  The IEP will be reviewed regularly and any amendments made.

ABLE PUPIL RESONSIBLITY

The SENCO is currently responsible for ensuring that the needs of able children are met.  The Governors responsible for Special Needs will monitor this.
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